
Law and Gospel in the Church Today   Handling the Word of Truth  #10 3-18-18 

Lesson 10- Chapters 10 & 11 

      
I. The Church - a communion of hidden saints    

This idea goes against the idea of the Roman Church, The Eastern Orthodox Church, The Armenian 

Church, The Coptic Church, (and others) who were all fighting to be the church and were in effect saying 

“We are the original church and we have the best manuscripts and we have the direct lineage to The 

early Christian church and so you (everyone else) cannot be the church.  Walther says, “The one church 

is purely an article of faith, and yet it is a great reality in the world.”  See p. 98.  

A.   Read Ephesians 2:19-22. How does St Paul describe the church and our life in the church here? 

B.  What does St Paul teach us about the unity of the church in Ephesians 4:4-6? 

C.  What does Matthew 28:20 teach us about the basis for church fellowship?  How is this fellowship 

practiced?  See Acts 2: 41-42; 

D.  When on vacation or travel, and no LCMS church seems available, should you worship elsewhere? 

Should you commune at an AELC (a conservative spinoff of the ELCA) church? How about at a WELS 

congregation? 

II. Evangelical Sacraments: Faith, Not Ritual Works 

The Roman Catholic doctrine concerning the effectiveness of the sacraments (which included more than 

the two Luther settled on), taught that the sacraments are beneficial by virtue of “the doing of the act.”  

This was known as the theory of ex opera operato.  So, mindless participation in the sacraments was 

taught.  Those in attendance at mass received the benefits of these sacraments even though faith was 

not required, since many Catholics didn’t understand what was going on in the worship service, since 

they couldn’t read any language, and certainly didn’t understand Latin. Today Catholics are encouraged 

to mindlessly recite the rosary, say “Hail Marys” or “Our Fathers” without thought to faith in the words.    

It is credited to the catholic teenager a good work for attending mass weather he was talking to his 

friends or texting through the whole service.  See Walther’s words on p. 104. 



A.  From the Catholic theory of ex opera operato, the Roman Catholic Church still confuses Law and 

Gospel in practicing the rite of Holy Communion, by assigning it as a good work.  How is it not a good 

work?  Who is acting in the sacraments?   

B.   Faith does not make the sacrament but receives the sacrament.  Explain. 

C.  In what sense are the statements “We are saved by Jesus Christ” and “Baptism now saves you” 

identical?  See 1 Peter 3:21. 

D. Read Matthew 26:26-27. What is the gift of the Lord’s Supper?  See also catechism p. 335-337 

E. How does the apostle Paul connect faith and the Sacrament of the Altar in 1 Corinthians 10:1-11 and 

11:27-29? 

F. To discuss at home.  Who is worthy to receive Holy Communion at Trinity, your next door neighbor 

who is the executive at Café on Vine or the repentant teen ager who has been convicted of calling in a 

threat at the local high school?  What should have more bearing on attendance at the altar, our sins or 

our faith in the Trinity?  Are we to differentiate as to who we commune with on the basis of their beliefs 

on abortion, sexual immorality, or Jesus resurrection? 

 

 

 

 

 


